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Greetings from Tony Bryant

Dates to remember:
This last year must have felt like one of
the longest we can remember. The
March
news channels are full of stories about
14th Mothers Day
the pain and disruption the Corona
28th Palm Sunday &
British Summer Time begins
virus is causing, not only in the UK, but
April
throughout the whole known world. I
2nd Good Friday
am sure that every one of us has our
4th Easter Sunday
own personal stories on how it has
affected us, and the difficulties we have had to face. However, there seems to be
some hope that things may be getting better. The Government and scientists are
beginning to make some positive noises about the possibility that restrictions
could start to ease quite soon.
Nevertheless, that doesn’t take away the reality of having had to live through
such a strange and difficult period in our history. And through it all, many
Christians are asking questions: Where is God in all this? What is He up to? Is He
aware of what I am going through? What about the future? I guess the more
honest among us will admit that sometimes our prayers just seem to bounce
back off the ceiling, that maybe he isn’t listening. But in reality, despite how it
feels, He has our undivided attention, and is supremely interested in every word,
utterance, or sigh that we make. He knows exactly what we feel, and why, and
cares deeply for each individual, including you! More than that, he actually sings
over us. Just consider for a moment, the creator and ruler of the universe and
everything in it, finds time to come and sing over . . . you! We can’t get our head
round it, can we, pure love?

It is completely beyond our understanding. He knows that we also need each
other. Right in the beginning of time, God declared that “it’s not good for man to
be alone”. The lack of human contact has been intolerable for many of us, not to
be able to share our thoughts and concerns with others. At St Andrews, we are
very fortunate to have a ministry team of amazingly caring and compassionate
people who are available to pray for you. If you have a specific issue you need
prayer for, or just to receive a blessing, they would love to pray for you, over the
phone, or even via the dreaded Zoom. Just email
“prayer@standrewscullompton.com” and somebody will contact you. Why not
give it a go?

Prayer Chain
If you have any prayer needs or requests, please do not hesitate to contact
the prayer chain on prayer@standrewscullompton.com or the Church Office
on 01884 33249.

Lent

How’s Lent going for you?

Is the idea of giving something up for Lent still a ‘hot’ topic for you, chocolate,
puddings, crisps or even alcohol etc? I can remember one of my good friends
gave me a polo during a sermon, I took it, ate it and then remembered I had
given up sweets for Lent. My friend was mortified for ‘leading me astray’. Once
you have broken the fast is it harder to carry on or just give up. I won’t tell you
what I did. Some years later we found out that Sundays fall outside of Lent, if
only we had known.

Favourite
Prayer

God be in my head, and in my thinking
God be in my eyes, and in my looking.
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking.
Oh, God be in my heart, and in my understanding

Poem
‘LOVE SPEAKS’
Love speaks in such a multitude of ways.
It always serves to bless and nothing less,
To lift up, bring some sunshine into days,
To clear up mess, alleviate some stress.
It isn’t soppy, sentimental stuff.
On one occasion it was crucified.
It’s tough, was nailed down but it was enough,
Comes back to life when you might think it’s died.
Its symbol through the centuries has stayedSo simple, but it’s never ceased to speak.
Love came to earth to make a daring raid
On death, has open arms for those who seek
To know it. You can have it any day.
You gaze at it, it never turns away.

Remember that Hymn?

Original Poem

Hymn – amendments by Longfellow

Father, hear the prayer I offer;
For sweet peace I do not cry,
But for grace that I may ever
Live my life courageously

Father Hear the prayer we offer
Not for ease that prayer shall be
But for strength that we may ever
Live our lives courageously

Not within the fresh green pastures,
Will I ask that I may lie,
But the steep and rugged pathway,
That I tread rejoicingly.

Not forever in green pastures
Do we ask our way to be,
But the steep and rugged pathway
May we tread rejoicingly.

Not beside the clear, still waters,
Do I pray thou wilt me guide,
But I’d smite the rocky pillar,
Whence the living spring may glide.

Not forever by still waters
Would we idly, quiet stay;
But would smite the living fountains
From the rocks along our way.

Be my strength in every weakness;
In my doubt be Thou my guide;
Through each peril, through each danger
Draw me nearer to Thy side

Be our strength in hours of weakness,
In our wanderings be our Guide;
Through endeavour, failure, danger,
Father, be Thou at our side.

Words L M Willis (1824 – 1908)
The hymn was originally written as a poem by Love Maria Whitcomb Willis. Her
early life was touched by tragedy, losing her father at age 6, death of a sibling
and close cousins who lived under the same roof. Can you sense the hope she is
expressing in her words. Subsequently the original was amended to make it
suitable for congregational singing. Compare the lines and see how the
amendments have altered and maybe contradicted the original.
Music Martin Shaw OBE FRCM (1875 – 1958)
An English composer, conductor, and (in his early life) theatre producer. He had
over 300 published works, including songs, hymns, carols, oratorios, several
instrumental works and for operas. Also, a congregational mass setting (the
Anglican Folk Mass)

News from the Pews
At this time of isolation we really want you to ‘Connect’ with everyone, please
do get in touch with us.
The Keystone Women's Group restarted on Jan 18th, 2021 from Judy Wincott
Scott McJohnston (scott@standrewscullompton.com), Keystone Project
Coordinator, and a small group of volunteers now run this group at the John
Tallack Centre every Monday morning. Please pray for the women in this group
and for Scott as he leads Keystone.
Here is some information about Keystone:
 Keystone seeks to serve the needs of the local population: supporting
people to find vocational, educational and social opportunities, and to
release people into happier and more fulfilled lives.

 Keystone wants to help people escape the cycle of poverty and
deprivation, supporting them into the freedom, release and experience of
personal transformation.
 At Keystone we believe in the transformational power and love of God
released through a relationship found in Jesus.
 Keystone is all about seeking a transformational impact on the social,
emotional, mental, physical and spiritual needs of individuals and
communities living within Cullompton and the surrounding area.
People Matter ..... – from church website
....say on the church website
“We’re always amazed by your support for our People Matter
Foodbank, thank you so much!”
Oasis – from Sandra Williamson
Would you like another Christian woman to talk to confidentially?
As a one off, or as someone to walk with you over a number of weeks?
If so the team will link you up with someone to talk to and pray with.
This isn’t counselling, or mentoring, this is someone who is a bit further on in
faith, has time to talk, and to help you to take your next step if needed.
We will offer a caring and supportive space to listen and walk alongside you, and
want you to know you can talk to us about anything - if it's important to you, it's
important to God, and it's important to us.
This will be a safe space, and we will respect confidentiality as far as possible
within the Church's Safeguarding policy.
If necessary, we will help guide you to further support - from others within
church, or outside agencies if or when required.
For more information:
Please email: Oasis@standrewscullompton.com
For men we also have:
Let's Talk (the email is letstalk@standrewscullompton.com) and is headed by
Derrick Holding

Contact details: connect-mag@standrewscullompton.com
If you are unable use any of the email addresses please call the Church Office on
01884 33249 and leave a message.

Quiz
Hinting at faith, Christianity and the Bible

1

Mel Gibson realistically depicts the last
twelve hours of Christ’s life (film 2004)

2 What is the last week in Lent called?

3

Who is Fred Astaires dancing partner in
the film “Easter Parade”? (film)

A film about Wilberforce and the fight
4 against the slave trade and a well known
song.
5

In the 1960’s series “The Saint” what was
the Saint’s real name?

Inspiring story of a young Scottish runner
6 who is willing to put obedience to God
before an Olympic gold medal (film).
Thomas Moore was beheaded for not
7 compromising his beliefs and defying a
king (film).
A young Jewish man who lives at the time
8 of Christ battles the Roman Empire and
ultimately becomes a Christian (film).

Anagrams of vegetables

11 THE RIO BLOCKAGE (5,9)

12 TATTOOS WEEP (5,6)

13 TO GAME NUT (9)

14 BRINE AGUE (9)

15 TAUNT WRETCHES (5,8)

16 A SUGAR SAP (9)

17 POSTERS SLUR SUB (8,6)

18 NEW CORSET (9)

9

Russell Crowe could have drowned! (film
2014)

19 BOA SOOTHS MOB (6,6)

10

The redemptive Victor Hugo story of Jean
Valjean.

20 SHAVE LICENSEE (7,6)

