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Easter Greetings from Ed Hobbs
Jesus is alive!
What a year it’s been! I’m not sure, 18
months ago, any of us would have believed
what has happened in the last year or so,
but here we are. And I don’t think it’s just
me who is all the more grateful for Easter
this year. Easter is, after all, at its heart, all
about resurrection, new life, life in the
Spirit, life in the presence and power of
God.

Dates to remember:
Sunday service should be booked.
No need to book Wednesday services.
March
28th Sunday
9:30am Morning Prayer
11am Informal Worship
31st Wednesday
11am Holy Communion
April
2nd Good Friday
11am Holy Communion
4th Easter Sunday
9:30am Holy Communion
11am All Age
Services will continue to be held at the
same times on Sundays and Wednesdays
13th April 7:30pm APCM on Zoom

In the days following the crucifixion, Jesus
followers were understandably
heartbroken. Everything had fallen apart.
The man they had given the last three years
of their life for, the one in whom they had
such great hopes, the one who was going
to change the world, was dead. It was over.
What fools they had been! And in the
stories at the end of the gospels you can see them drifting off, drifting away,
returning to their previous lives. They had given up, and I’m sure I would have
done the same.

But then the crazy rumours start to circulate. The empty tomb, the appearances,
could it really be true? They all saw him dead, and dead men don’t rise! But
then they see him too, and even Thomas is forced to believe, Jesus really is alive.

Not even death can stop Jesus, death does not have the last word, Jesus was
alive and is alive today!
So this Easter is a great reminder isn’t it? It feels like it is coming at just the right
time! That whatever we have been through, and at times it has been really
tough in the last year. Whatever we have been though, death and gloom and
despair do not have the last word. Jesus is alive.
In fact, although it might have been hard to feel it at times in the last year, I
believe Jesus has been with us throughout, he has never left us, he will never
leave us.
So this Easter why not invite him to make himself known to you afresh. That you
might know again his resurrection life and power at work in your life. And then
as he blesses you, that that life and power would flow out from you to your
friends, and family and neighbours and community. That others too may come
to know that Jesus is alive!

Favourite
Prayer

May God bless you, and have a truly Happy Easter.
Prayer of St Aidan
Leave me alone with God as much as may be.
As the tide draws the waters close in upon the shore,
Make me an island, set apart,
alone with you, God, holy to you.
Then with the turning of the tide
prepare me to carry your presence to the busy world beyond,
the world that rushes in on me
till the waters come again and fold me back to you.

Greeting from Sue Risden
May I begin by wishing you all a very happy Easter!
We may have not been able to celebrate Easter in our usual way but as we look
forward to the easing of lockdown restrictions we hope that there is much to
look forward to.

Now that we are in April, spring is in full swing; winter is behind us and the new
life that comes with this season is emerging on a daily basis. All around us
nature is bursting into new life - flowers, lambs, blossoming trees, all remind us
of new beginnings. The greatest reminder of new beginnings this April,
however, is Easter. As Christians the real meaning of Easter is celebrating the
new life that comes through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
During lockdown I have enjoyed going for a walk most days and have often
followed the same route, which has meant that I have watched the progress of
the flowers as they spring up. First there were the snowdrops, then crocuses,
primroses, and daffodils – all beautiful flowers reminding us that a new season is
upon us. Add to that the blossom on the trees and tulips and you end up with a
colourful spectacle. All these changes have been gradual, each day bringing with
it slight differences.
One expression that I have heard used several times over the past few months is
“We’re taking one day at a time.” This has been used by those who are facing
challenging situations in their lives, such as health or family issues. Sometimes
life can seem hard to bear but taking one day at a time can help in overcoming
lives challenges.
In Matthew 6 v. 34 Jesus reminds us” Therefore do not worry about tomorrow,
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”
When God rescued the Israelites from Egypt, He provided them with manna in
the wilderness. They were instructed to collect what they needed each morning
and not keep any of it until the following day (except prior to the Sabbath). God
was teaching them to rely on Him day by day.
As we take one step (day) at a time out of lockdown we are reminded of the
promise Jesus made to His disciples after His resurrection ‘…And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.’ (Matthew 28 v. 20) It is His promise to
us as well.

Poem
BREAKING INTO HEAVEN
Breaking into heaven
Head above the clouds
The work on earth is done now
As he wears the thorny crown
"Forgive them,
They do not know what they do".
The world at his feet
It's time to leave you all.
To sit next at my Father's seat
As darkness fell upon the land
On the midday hour.
Good and Evil went head to head
Who would be the greatest power?
Mary wept in the garden of tears
Beside the empty tomb
Not knowing he would reveal himself
In the upper room
The Spirit came upon the disciples
As they doubted no more
The remnants of the crucifixion
As Thomas felt the open sores
Empowered by the Spirit
The curtain hangs shredded and torn
All my sins are washed away
As I celebrate on Easter morn!
©Peter Cornish 2016

Remember that Hymn?
Thine be the Glory
Thine be the Glory, risen, conquering Son
Endless is the victory thou o’er death hast one
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
Kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay
Words E L Budry (1854-1932) in French, translated R B Hoyle (1875-1939)
The hymn (French title - A Toi la Gloire) was originally written by a Swiss hymn
writer. He studied theology in Lausanne and was a pastor at Sainte-Croix and
also, unbelievably at Cully, which lies on Lake Geneva, what a marvelous
coincidence.
Music by G F Handel (1685-1759) from Judas Maccabaeus
Composer of Messiah, Water Music, Music for the Royal Fireworks, I think we all
know who were talking about. He was born in Prussia but moved to England
where he was highly respected. He was given a state funeral and interned at
Westminster Abbey. Such was his genius that he exerted a strong influence on
Mozart and Beethoven.

News from the Pews
At this time of isolation we really want you to ‘Connect’ with everyone, please
do get in touch with us.
Contact emails:
connect-mag@standrewscullompton.com
Oasis@standrewscullompton.com
letstalk@standrewscullompton.com
If you are unable use any of the email addresses please call the Church Office on
01884 33249 and leave a message.

Quiz
How well do you know Cully?
1 It may not be here
much longer?

2 It is thought that a
Roman fort was
located here, where
am I?

3 I was banking on
getting a coffee here,
might have to wait a
bit longer.

4 Where can you find
this bridge?

5 If we had a Pound
for every time we
walked passed here!
Where am I?

6 Here’s another
bridge. Where am I?

7 A lane in three parts,
but which lane is it?

8 Recognise this stone
work, you should!

9 I wonder who lives in
this house, what is it
called?

10 Excavations revealed
a Saxon settlement
here, where am I?

Answers to March quiz
1 Passion of the Christ , 2 Holy Week , 3 Judy Garland , 4 Amazing Grace , 5 Simon Templar ,
6 Chariots of Fire , 7 A man for all seasons , 8 Ben-Hur , 9 Noah , 10 Les Miserables , 11
globe artichoke , 12 sweet potato , 13 mangetout , 14 aubergine , 15 water chestnut , 16
asparagus , 17 brussels sprout , 18 sweetcorn , 19 bamboo shoots , 20 chinese leaves

