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Vicar’s Report 
If you have been to one of our APCMs before, you will know that I spend 

much of my time saying, “thank you”! Well 2019 is no exception! And 

looking back over the past year there is so much for us to be thankful 

for. As your vicar I continue to feel a huge sense of excitement and joy 

at having been called to serve with you here in Cullompton. I am so 

grateful for all that has happened, and excited about all that is to come. 

Personally, I am very grateful for the opportunity to take a Sabbatical for 

3 months, 2 of which were spent in Kenya and Uganda, partly in our link 

Diocese, and partly with my family on an incredible road-trip adventure. 

It was both restful and exhausting, refreshing and exhilarating, and we 

have all returned ready to get stuck in to whatever God has for us next, 

as our church and town continue to grow. 

The report that follows is a testimony to your giving of time, energy, 

prayer, love and of course money! Without you, and your commitment 

to God and to His church, none of this would be possible. So again, 

“thank you”! Thank you for your generosity, your sacrifice, your gifts of 

service (often in secret), your patience (not least with me), your 

perseverance, your good humour, your continuing welcome for new 

people. This is a church family unlike many I have ever been a part of, 

and you are the people who make that happen. 

So again, a huge thank you, and may God bless you in the year ahead. 
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Churchwardens 
A huge thanks to our deputy wardens (Steve Hellier, Hilary Cole, Steve 

Radford, Colin Ayre) for doing so much, and often in the background. 

I’m sure all would wish to thank and encourage our amazing staff team 

led by Edward, including Russ, Olly, Dan, Carrie, Dave and Beth as well 

as those involved in the running of the church, Linda and Wendy.  

Special thanks to John Hooper, as he stands down as Treasurer.  

Encouragements 

The church team has seen a huge change over the last 12 months with 

the appointment of Beth, our new operations director, as well as 

planning for the changes to the PCC. Our thanks to Ed Thompson and 

team who have been integral in moving this forwards. 

In addition, I think most have got used to the benefits that ChurchSuite 

bring. All rotas are now centralised and through this system we can 

better communicate with our church family. Even updating the electoral 

roll has been easier! I’m sure we shall see even more benefits as the 

system is in place for longer. Thanks to John Raynor and his team in 

seeing the implementation of this project through. 

We are a busy church with many activities, that are sustained by a large 

number of volunteers who give up their time and energy, with much love 

and grace. 

The Community Centre goes from strength to strength. We are pleased 

to report that the original Diocesan loan that enabled the CC to be built 

is now very nearly at the point of being paid off in full. We have much to 

celebrate there. 
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Looking forwards… 

The last Quinquennial report has highlighted some works that are 

required to be completed to the church building. Plans are in place in 

terms of grant application to proceed with this work over the next 12 

months. 

As the planning for the expansion of Cullompton moves apace we will 

have many opportunities to reveal the heart of Jesus in the somewhat 

larger area of Cullompton.  We are sure this will also bring challenges 

but we are ably led by Edward and Olly. 

This year Andrew will step down from the role of Churchwarden. I 

(Amelia) would like to thank him for the time he has spent in recent 

years supporting St. Andrews with such integrity and enthusiasm. His 

skills and knowledge that he has bought to the role have been especially 

helpful while we have grown so much in size. This has not come without 

its challenges and he has built many relationships within the Diocese 

that will aid us in the future.  

Amelia Jerreat and Andrew Southall (Wardens) 

      

https://standrewscullompton.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/amelia.jpg
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Treasurers Report 
John Hooper gave his report of the Church Finances. A printed summary 

was circulated of the 2018 results, a full copy is available to those who 

require it via e mail. 

Overall giving has remained consistent with 2017 including a small 

increase in Planned Giving. We continue to strive to meet our Common 

Fund Commitment with £93,000 paid for the year with an additional a 

one-off payment of £3,000 to top up the 2017 payment. We have made 

a commitment for 2019 to pay £100,000, a major milestone. Further 

reductions have been made to our loan with the Diocese and we 

anticipate full repayment in 2019. 

Special mention should be made of our Youth Minister Dan Maynard 

who during the year secured substantial grants to support and expand 

the Youth ministry of the Church. It is hoped that this will become a 

feature of other ministries within the Church. 

This has been a year for planning the reorganisation of our 

administration and back office functions with a financial impact of 

appointing a Director of Operations. With further increases in planned 

giving, in the latter part of the year, and some cost savings, we were able 

to take forward the appointment of Beth Collier. 

The Finance team continue to work well together ensuring returns are 

completed on time with thanks to Linda and Tori Redler of GX 

Accountants for their contribution and support. 

 

John Hooper (Treasurer 2018) 
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End of Year Accounts (2018-2019)
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Outward Giving 
The Outward Giving team has had a bit of a shake up this year, with a lot of 

long-term faithful servants stepping back, and we are hugely grateful to all of 

them. This has left some opportunities for new people to join, and there remain 

spaces for others, so please do consider joining us! 

In the past year we have welcomed a speaker from CSW, as well as our vicar 

visiting some of the projects in Thika, Kenya that we have been supporting 

through Tearfund.  

In the coming years we hope alongside this work to develop a link with one of 

the churches he visited, St Paul’s Kianda. In the next year we also hope to 

strengthen our link with our ex-curate Ben Harding in Lyon, and possibly take 

a team out to visit them. We also intend to continue to receive speakers from 

these and other organisations, this year including CreationFest, OpenDoors, 

24/7 Prayer, and CAP. 

We also aim to continue to raise the profile of these and other organisations in 

the life of St Andrews. 

See over page for a breakdown of our giving for the financial year (2019-2020). 

 

Present team members:  

Edward Hobbs, Martin Hammett, Anthony Nderitu, David Sutton, Scott 

McJohnston, Jenny McJohnston, Carolyn Cuttler, Matt Cooper, Linda Curtis, 

Mark Dudgeon, Keith Rushforth – but there is definitely room for more.   

Please do join us! 

Ed Hobbs (Vicar) 

 

 

 



St Andrew’s 

CULLOMPTON 

 

12 
 

International                                                                                       (£8000) 

Christian Solidarity Worldwide        £2000 

Elam                                                            £2000 

Great Lakes Outreach                           £1000 

Thika (via Exeter Diocese)   £2000 

Lyon (Ben Harding)   £1000 

National                                                                                               (£2000) 

New Wine Networks                                   £1500 

CPAS                                                               £500  

Local                                                                                                       (£9000) 

Mid Devon Community Family Trust         £1000  

Chat                                                                £1500  

Asaph Trust                                                   £2000  

People Matter                                               £1000 

Keystone                                                      £1000  

Family Centre                                                 £1000  

Bread of Life                                                    £500 

LoveCully                                                          £1000 

Total Assigned       (£19,000) 

Unassigned (approx)*      (£4,000) 

Grand total (approx)      (£23,000) 

*For people who are studying, or travelling on mission trip to apply for, or for 
emergency relief appeals 
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Church Office 
Since starting in St Andrew’s Church office in the beginning of January, rather 
a lot has happened!  Shortly following the birth of Linda Wood’s first 
grandchild, Linda broke her ankle.  She has been incredible; tenacious and 
flexible and has continued to support the financial side of operations whilst 
recovering at home.  With the help of William Lines (our IT support unit!), she 
had everything that she needed to continue to pay the staff, invoices and 
process all the monies that continue to come in weekly.  She is an incredible 
asset to our staff team and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank her and 
her husband David for all their support to us as a church.   

It was a huge shock to us all, when Wendy Jelley, our office administrator, had 

a nasty accident on 31st January.  We have certainly all felt her absence; not 

just the immediate staff team but also our extended volunteer base who 

regularly come in and chat with her as well as to those simply call up for her 

advice.  It is a work in progress as we all learn to run an administrative system 

that Wendy had been instrumental in setting up and running smoothly for over 

12 years, often behind the scenes.   

God has been so faithful to us all, firstly and foremostly, by answering all of our 

prayers for Wendy’s healing and by bringing her home to her family.  Despite 

a term of what seemed to give never-ending pressures, challenges and illness, 

it has been a privilege to watch how even in our weakness, God has made us 

stronger as a team and in our vulnerability we have come to rely on each other 

so tightly.  Thank you all for your patience in allowing me to settle in to a new 

role but also for being there for advice and in proving that the running of St 

Andrew’s is totally reliant on the help of so many.  

A special thank you must go out to John Raynor for stepping in so graciously 

and patiently as he too has got to grips with the spinning of so many plates. 

Together, we have been problem solving and look forward to continuing to 

help improve the running of our administrative hub.  It is a great honour to 

work alongside such a committed team of people.   

Beth Collier (Operations Director)  
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Communications   

We are making ever increasing use of social media in 

promoting events, using it to good effect at Christmas and 

more recently at Easter to advertise The6 services. The main 

church video which we published on Facebook in September 

2017 has now had over 5,400 views!  More people are also accessing the 

Sunday talks on the website (some as far as Australia!) with some homegroups 

using them as a source of discussion. We have also added new features 

including an option to download the weekly notice sheet.  

Our Facebook page is popular with many folk (541 followers) as is Twitter 

where we currently have 356 followers (as at 29 March). We have also recently 

‘relaunched’ our Instagram page where we currently have 94 followers. Don’t 

forget to follow us if you’re on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram! 

A small group of folk help run social media and we are always looking for ways 

to improve how we use it to communicate and engage with our church family 

and our wider community. 

If you have any feedback or would be interested in helping, do get in touch.  

Social Media Team  

St Andrew’s Web Site   www.standrewscullompton.com 

Like us on Facebook   facebook.com/standrewscullompton 

Instagram    instagram.com/standrews 

Follow us on Twitter   @ChurchStAndrews 

Twitter tag    #churchstandrews 

Follow Ed     @ed_the_vicar 

Follow Russ    @RussMorgan17 

Follow Olly    @OllyMears 

http://www.standrewscullompton.com/
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Praise and Worship Ministry 
‘May the peoples praise You O God, may all the peoples praise You!” Ps 67: 3 

We have so much to celebrate here at St Andrew’s in terms of our Worship 
Team. Thank you so much for all those who give of their musical skills and their 
hearts of worship in everything from organ or violin playing at the 9.30 through 
to the contemporary bands of The6. We are so blessed!  A special thanks to 
Andrew Maries for all his wonderful help at Christmas and throughout the year 
and to Dan Maynard for his excellent leadership of The6 teams. 

Last year Paul Vickery handed over the leadership of the All Age Band after 
many years of faithful service.  Alice Vickery did a great job as she led the team 
for a season; thank-you to you both! This year we will also be saying a big 
‘thank-you’ to Caroline Clapp, as the family is moving on to serve in Honiton 
Family Church. Thank you so much for your wonderful contribution to our 
worship over the years, Caroline (including heading up the All Age band) and to 
Matt for all his amazing help with our PA. 

Looking Forward…  

It has been an enormous privilege to have headed up this wonderful Worship 
Team over the years, and, as we aim to encourage the next generation of 
leaders and keep our expression of worship contemporary, it is a very positive 
thing that I look to pass the baton on in the next few months. 

Though the style of music changes with time, the objectives are the same. As a 
team we aim to offer our heart-felt worship to God in a way that honours Him 
and is invitational to those who visit our church. We delight ourselves in the 
Lord and encourage others to, ‘taste and see that the Lord is good’. How we 
need the help of God’s Holy Spirit for this to be a reality every time we gather 
together! 

Thank you for being such an important part of this too. May the Lord continue 
to richly bless our worship and our witness to Him in the days ahead.  Thank 
You Lord for Your faithfulness and goodness and for being so worthy of our 
praise! 

Dave Edwards (Worship Co-Ordinator)  
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Children’s Ministry 
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Last summer, Carrie hosted a Thank You event for children’s 
ministry team and counted an incredible 46 volunteers!  The 
amazing team of volunteers who support and manage this ministry 
are fantastically dedicated and a privilege to work with.  We also 
have a significant number of fabulous young leaders on team, aged 
12 – 16: at KidZone, on Sunday mornings and on our football 
ministry team.   
 
Carrie has produced two termly prayer and praise bulletins this 
year and is currently drafting her third.  A dedicated number of 
faithful praying people are praying prayers of praise and request to 
celebrate what God’s been doing. 
 

Y
e

a
rl

y
 e

v
e

n
ts

 

Last July, we took 10 leaders, 2 young leaders and 29 children to 
SPREE – a Christian camping weekend. It was great to see them 
encountering God and all the leaders and children had a fab time 
together building relationships. We’re excited about taking 
another group of awesome children this June. 

 

Last Summer, we ran 3 ‘Summer Mondays’. We had 73 children 

attend the first session who all had an opportunity to meet for a 

morning of Bible stories, craft, games and fun followed by a hot 

lunch and pudding.  We’re hoping to run 4 holiday club sessions 

this year. 

 

Light Night – is our alterative 31st October where we celebrate 
Jesus being the light of the world. Last Oct, 35 children came.   
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Our Children’s Sunday group ministry continues to flourish with 4 

children’s groups aged 0-11 on a Sunday: Sunbeams, Sparklers, 

Livewires & Flame.  We have an average of 43 children per week 

attending on a Sunday morn; currently there are over 70 children 

across the four groups who are regular enough to be on our 

registers. 

 

Flame Socials are continuing to be popular; we have just started to 

add family socials where all church families can connect together 

and form deeper relationships. Socials since the last APCM have 

included Flip Out, Farm obstacle course and BBQ, Film Night, All 

Age planning, Bonfire Social, pancake night and a family walk 

around Ashclyst forest.  

 

We’ve also added a Football Ministry once a month to engage 

children who have a passion for football and a desire to be active. 
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 Carrie leads 3 interactive assemblies a week reaching over 550 local 

children, 2 at St Andrew’s and 1 at Willowbank, this is a true 

highlight of her week.  Focusing either on a bible person/people or 

a theme, each assembly ends with prayer and a worship song 

which school staff join in with.   

 

Both Schools continue to have great relationship with Carrie and 

the church, even inviting Carrie to be a talent show judge.  

Cullompton Pre-School also visit regularly for a song, story, snack 

and a tour of the church. 

 
Carrie Tucker (Children’s and Families Pastor) 
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St Andrew’s Toddler Group welcomes parents and carers with 
their new born, toddler and pre-school children; who enjoy a 
variety of toys and crafts and a break with a drink and a biscuit. 
 
Volunteers try to be available to look after children while their 
carers have a well-earned coffee. The highlight of the morning is 
the communal singing time, fantastically led by David Edwards!    
   
There can be up to eighty children in any one morning, plus their 
parents/carers. Toddler group is a fantastic bridge between 
Church and community, with many parents commenting on the 
special atmosphere and welcome. 
 
 As a team, we pray before and after every session, asking God to 
help us see people with His eyes and show His love through our 
care. We have had so many important conversations about faith, 
relationships and parenting etc. We have laughter and tears as we 
walk through these precious years with these families, many of 
whom have now also found a home at St Andrew’s on a Sunday. 
 
Thank you to everyone who helps make this such a special group- 
setting up and packing down, serving tea, coffee and squash and 
coming alongside parents and carers. A big thank you too to 
Carrie who leads us all so well. 
  
As we look to the future, we are aware that as numbers of toddler 
families grow, so will our need for a bigger team of volunteers. If 
you feel you would enjoy being part of this amazing team please 
contact Carrie, Nikki Edwards, Alicia Maries, Kat Parker, Vanessa 
Read or Naomi Webber. Above all, we do value your prayers for 
this work and for all the families that are reached. Thank you.  
 
Nikki Edwards 
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Wednesdays in term time at St Andrew’s Primary School, 6-15pm 
to 7-30pm. 
  
We have varied the programme these last two terms to keep it 
fresh and to keep our younger helpers involved.   Between 15 and 
28 primary age children attend regularly to join in with 
songs/worship, craft, activities, Bible talk with small group 
discussion and prayer - all with a lot of fun. 
 
It has been a great blessing that approx 16 of these kids have 
indicated that they want a relationship with God so we are 
following these decisions with some ‘Big Questions’ to help them 
grow in faith. 
 
It has been great to see some of the children and their families 
coming to St Andrew’s regularly and we are planning to take older 
ones to SPREE. 
 
With summer here, it gives us a bit more flexibility for games but 
we will continue with our main aim to share Jesus with them and 
to encourage them to grow, learn and live a Spirit filled life.  Give 
thanks and pray.    

Mike Britton 
 

Carrie Tucker (Children’s and Families Pastor)  
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Youth 
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Dan Maynard (Youth Pastor) &  Ben Gaskin (St Andrew’s Intern)  
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Keystone Project 
 

Job 

Club 
 

Currently 12 people. This is well known in Cullompton 
with many people knowing about it even if they aren't 
attendees. We often receive referrals from Job Centre 
Plus. We encourage job seekers to a) continue looking for 
work, b) look at a wider range of job types and c) assess 
their skills and how training would improve their chances 
of success. Leaders meet before the session starts to pray 
and ask for God's help in ministering to all who attend. 

 

Work 

Group 

 

Currently 6 people. Remains our long-term supportive 
environment for our some of our more vulnerable 
members whose lives are very chaotic. Currently active on 
the Glebe Land allotment, with possible community jobs 
in the pipeline. We have recently seen 1 Syrian asylum 
seeker and 1 Sri Lankan immigrant family find a place of 
hope and belonging, and subsequently go on to find 
employment.  

 

Women’s 

Stream 

Unfortunately, our Women’s Outreach Worker is currently 
off sick. As a result, we have put the women’s work into a 
sleeper phase. Ed Hobbs, Carrie Tucker and Jonathan 
Reynolds to meet in the coming weeks to discuss possible 
ways forwards for women’s outreach work in general, 
addressing cross over between Children and Families work 
and Keystone. 
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-  

  

 

 

Jonathan Reynolds (Keystone Co-Ordinator)  

 

Life 

Group 

 

Currently 13 people: Life Group has been the missing 
element. It is proving itself to be an effective means of 
safely going deeper with people. It is hoped that Life 
Group will serve as a natural route for people to come 
into the wider sphere of Church life. It is based around 
the concept of a family, meeting around a table to share 
food and talk. 

 

Mentoring 

 

Currently 12 people (5 formal). Meeting with people 
one to one in local cafes and the prayer room is an 
ongoing privilege. The depth of things which people 
share with us is amazing, and many people are very open 
to prayer. We continue to seek for opportunities to 
share the gospel. A highly valuable resource to help 
address some of the deeper and more complex issues 
people face. 

 

Summary 

 

Currently we have contact with 39 people. In last 12 
months: 

- 2 people made professions of faith 

- 2 people are journeying very close towards God 

- 1 person is helping at Alpha  

- Lots more being discipled/prayed for 
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School Pastors 
School Pastors launched at Cullompton Community College on October 15th, 

2018.  We now have twelve trained School Pastors; two more who are waiting 

to complete their training and a new team of seven Prayer Pastors – Praise 

God! 

Our weekly ‘patrols’, at the end of the school day, seek to enhance the safety 

and emotional and social well-being of students through caring, listening and 

helping.  We pray that our positive, non-judgemental approach will make a real 

difference in young people’s lives and that we will become ‘part of the school’ 

as the years go by.  Recently, we were called upon to provide extra patrols 

following the sad death of a young student. 

From June 3rd, we will be increasing to twice-weekly patrols.  

A joint programme of School Pastor training, with Tiverton School Pastors, will 

commence in September 2019.  Is God calling you to this ministry? 

 

Judy Wincott (Co-Ordinator) 
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Cullompton Street Pastors 
Praise the Lord for His faithfulness and direction! 

We have been blessed with another full year of God’s provision.  It is such a 

privilege to be out and about in the night time economy mingling with people 

that we wouldn’t normally make time to stand and chat to.  After we have 

“budgeted” the time – the Holy Spirit seems to delight to take us into places 

and to meet with people with real needs, questions and opinions! 

Starting our shift about 10pm from the Baptist church in Cullompton, there is 

often a number of young people waiting for the 10.20 bus to Exeter that 

frequently doesn’t show up until 10.35 – 10.40.  This means a “captive 

audience” that has been enormously fruitful in re-awakening some of the 

young peoples’ faith, challenging others and praying for some too! 

Our 8 Prayer Pastors have been faithfully covering the Street Pastors for the 

whole shift at our base in Cullompton Baptist Church.  They have been coming 

out as observers on many occasions to sample the physical situation as well as 

the spiritual.  Elaine Manktelow continues to do a fabulous job on the roster 

which reduces the pressure on the team leader.  It’s a great team with good 

relationships. 

Saturday nights are much quieter in Cullompton than they used to be – it 

appears that the Holy Spirit is doing His work while we’re not there as well!!  

Publicans and door staff have both sought our help on a number of occasions, 

and PubWatch has been re-started - so our relationships continue to grow 

stronger. 

Another good year – Thank You Lord. 

Martin Smith (Co-Ordinator) 
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People Matter 
People Matter continues to operate the food bank on Fridays alongside the 

coffee morning.  We have seen more people than last year: 211 in 2018 

compared with 169 in 2017.  We continue to work hard to help frequent 

attenders find other sources of help or other solutions to their problems.  

We have continued to receive financial support from the church and 

Cullompton United Charities, as well as other donations, and are most grateful 

for this support. We are also very grateful for the food donations from the 

Church family.  

Looking forward… 

We continue to meet people in very difficult situations, and it is a privilege to 

be able to offer valuable practical help to those who are facing real hardship. 

In a very small way, we hope to be “doing what Jesus would do” in our 

community to those in need. 

At our recent AGM Angela Ford stepped down from leading People Matter and 

Melanie Whitehead has stepped into this role. Many thanks to Angela for all 

she has done and to all our volunteers. We are very pleased that Angela will 

continue to be involved.  

 

Melanie Whitehead 
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Care Home Ministries 

One of our Cullompton Care Homes shut suddenly last year but Orchard 

Lea has recently re-opened and is gradually building up resident 

numbers. Care Homes provide residential care, but also some daily 

respite care.  

Our small team continues to provide a monthly service with optional 

Communion. Our emphasis is to engage, using visual aids to 

conversation and sharing memories and using familiar music to enable 

participation. It’s humbling and inspiring to witness residents’ responses 

and we are sure this is a significant contribution to ‘revealing the heart 

of Jesus in the community.’ I’m so grateful to our lovely team, for Dave’s 

seasonal visits and for the contributions of some of our younger church 

members, but we could do more. Court House invite us every few 

months for a ‘bigger’ service and to serve tea!  It is wonderful that a 

wider group from St Andrew’s join in the celebration!   

If you have a heart for the often overlooked and vulnerable, please 

speak to me!    

Celia Fox  
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Woodmill Brain Injury Unit 
For the last eighteen or so years we have been building links with the Woodmill 

Brain Injury Unit. The residents of the Centre are recovering from a variety of 

brain injuries. The Centre staff work hard to enable the rehabilitation of their 

clients. Some clients are able to move on after a few months, many stay for 

years. 

The managers of the Woodmill are keen that there is support for the clients 

who want to explore the Christian faith. 

Once a week (normally 9.45am on Wednesday mornings) we offer a ‘praise and 

prayer’ meeting with lots of songs, some simple Bible teaching and the 

opportunity to receive prayer. The half hour or so is normally filled with quite a 

lot of laughter, music, chatter, and sometimes tears.  

We are so grateful to those who so faithfully serve with this. We often reflect 

that it seems we receive more than we give! 

If you feel that you may be interested in being a part of this ministry then please 

speak to David Edwards, Sue Rivett, Martin Smith or Tony Grabham 

Please do pray for the residents and staff of the Woodmill (especially on 

Wednesday mornings!) thank you. 

Dave Edwards (Worship Co-Ordinator) 
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Coffee Morning 
Since changing our Coffee Morning day from Thursday to Friday, the numbers 

attending have slowly grown.  We used cards and a banner to make people 

aware of us, and consequently a number of new people have joined us. 

 

This has been very encouraging for the team. 

 

We continue to offer coffee and a range of home-made cakes, but no charge is 

made.  However, those attending are very generous with their donations and 

so we have continued to support a number of different charities and good 

causes. Over the last year we have given in excess of £2000 to a variety of 

initiatives, both local, national and international. 

 

We have been delighted that several additional 'cake makers' have joined the 

team, providing delicious and well received cakes. Thank you to all of them. 

 

We have continued to provide, for a small charge, lunches three times a year; 

fish and chips being the most popular! 

 

The team would like to welcome even more people each Friday. So please call 

in and see us and be assured of a warm welcome. 

 

Held at the Community Centre (every Friday 10.00 – 11.30) 

 

Linda Curtis (Coffee Morning Team) 
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House Groups 
Home groups are a vital part of the family life of St Andrew's. It's here that we 
can begin to put our faith into practice outside of our Sunday gatherings, taking 
time to grow in our relationships with each other and with God. Home groups 
are where we can be formed as disciples: by being with Jesus in prayer, worship 
and the Bible; by becoming like Jesus as we open our lives up to each other, 
receive love from one another and help to move on from failures, sin and 
brokenness; and by doing what Jesus did as we pray for each other, teach the 
faith, seek healing, and are equipped to be missionaries on the frontlines 
where God has placed each of us. Home groups are for everyone! Old and 
young, new Christians and experienced Christians - none of us can do faith solo, 
we flourish in community. 
  
In the past year more and more people have found a place in a home group. 
Their numbers have grown to around twenty groups. However, there are many 
folk at St Andrew's who aren't yet in a group and the Home Group Support 
Team are considering ways of making it as easy as possible to find your way 
into one! This last winter many groups have used the Bible Course material 
which many have found really helpful. 
  
Thanks to all the group leaders and hosts - a huge thanks for your service! 
We're particularly grateful to Kath Mumby who over several years has provided 
leadership and support for the group leaders. Kath has sought to expand the 
team overseeing the groups, forming the Home Group Support Team and this 
is currently made up of Olly Mears, Tony Bryant and John Raynor, with more 
people to be added. In the coming year we plan to form clusters of group 
leaders, overseen by the Support Team, for mutual support and 
encouragement. 
 

Olly Mears (Associate Vicar) 

  

https://standrewscullompton.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/olly_profile_1.jpg
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Growing Leaders 
Growing Leaders is a course from CPAS which St Andrew's use to develop 
people in discipleship, personal development and leadership skills. There are 
three main elements to the course which are spread out over three terms: firm 
foundations, key skills and keeping faithful. Teaching happens once a month, 
and each participant works with a mentor on applying their learning to life in 
the context where they're leading or beginning to lead - whether that's work, 
church, or somewhere else. There have been 20 participants on this course - 
please pray that God would equip them to be led more by Jesus, more like Jesus 
and more to Jesus. 
 
Olly Mears 
 

20s-30s Group 
Over the past year we have continued to strengthen as a community, meeting 

on most months for social events, fortnightly for homegroups and weekly as 

part of The6. Although numbers have not grown dramatically, there has been 

a deepening in relationships. In January 2019, we made the decision to split 

from two into three homegroups. This came out of a desire to allow more room 

for growth both in size and depth, as we seek to raise new leaders up and 

ensure everyone has the best chance of contributing to the groups.  

We continue to seek to be an inclusive community, looking to help people grow 

in their strengths; to be the people God has created them to be. We want to 

create an environment where friendships might be cultivated and people are 

built up, in order to enable them to fulfil the purposes that God has placed on 

their lives. 

Anna Bimson (Home group Co-ordinator) 
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Silvertops 
Silvertops meet in the Commmunity Centre at 1.45-3.45 on the 1st and 3rd 

Monday of each month.  It is open to anyone over the age of 50; there is no 

charge, just a donation for tea and biscuits. We play board games, cards, do 

jigsaws, colouring, have quizzes and talks or just chat.  We also have the use of 

the table tennis table.   

We had a coach trip to Bicton Park on a beautiful day in May and afternoon-

tea at Kiaora Gardens on a very hot day in July 2018. Avril Williams has led 2 

painting sessions and Carol Grove gave us a flower arranging demonstration 

and helped make table decorations for Christmas.  We contributed several 

boxes at Christmas and also made a contribution to the Family Centre, which 

we shall continue. We are visiting the Donkey Sanctuary in May 2019 and plan 

to sponsor a Donkey and Kiaora Gardens in July.   

Do joins us! 

Veronica Inman   
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Men’s Ministry 
Events were held during the past year with, typically, most of them featuring 

eating:  

• A group of mainly retired men continue to meet on the first 

Wednesday most months at the Merry Harriers, enjoying fellowship 

and good food. 

 

• It’s encouraging to report that the past year has seen an increase in 

the number of men who have started to meet in small (2/3 guys) 

accountability/prayer groups.  

 

• The highlight of the year was a talk given by Rev(ret)Alan Dodds, to 

around 50 men on his early years in the music industry with the 

legendary David Bowie. Alan shared pictures, stories and memories 

along with how he, Alan, came to faith.  

 

Vision 

The men’s work at St Andrews aims to build up Christian men in their faith, to 

encourage men’s fellowship and to help equip the sharing of the gospel with 

other men.  

A variety of events will be run that will be specifically aimed at meeting the 

vision. For information check the Church website for future events being held.  

Ed Thompson 
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Women’s Ministry 
‘Girls Can’ is a group for women of all ages.  Our purpose is to provide fun 

events where we can enjoy each other’s company and occasionally try 

something different.  If you are new to the church or would just like to get to 

know people a little better, do contact us.  In the past year we have enjoyed 

canoeing, eating puddings & swapping recipes, an evening at Exmouth beach, 

dancing to Motown hits at Oake Manor, swapping presents after Christmas and 

more recently making felt brooches. 

Coming up:  

• a visit to the Donkey Sanctuary, Sidmouth (Sat 18 May) 

• a horse-drawn barge cruise in Tiverton (Wed 19 June) 

• dancing the night away to 80’s hits at Oake Manor (13 Jul). 

To find out more and to book events see the news sheet for details or visit the 

St Andrew’s Women’s Events page on Facebook. 

Judy Wincott, Alison Burlton, Sandra Williamson, Rachel Squires & Helen 

Webster 
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Lighthouse Prayer Ministry 
Our aim? To enable people to hear life-changing truths from Jesus. 

Some facts and figures: 

In our first full year of operating (2014) we introduced 22 people to Lighthouse 

and saw nearly all of them finding peace from hearing what Jesus said to them. 

In 2018 – our 5th year of operating – we introduced eighteen people to 

Lighthouse. Twelve of these people benefitted hugely from hearing Jesus’ 

words to them. The other six people either chose to opt out after one session 

or tried again before deciding that it was not for them at this time. 

In our first 4 years we have introduced more than 80 people to Lighthouse, all 

of whom have valued up to 17 sessions each. We have ‘signed off’ one person 

after she experienced many, really helpful sessions before sensing that there 

was no more need for our help. 

Altogether, we have completed 386 sessions with people. Bearing in mind that 

we work in pairs, and that an average session takes 1 and a half hours, that 

amounts to a total of about 90 hours of carefully concentrated work by each 

of our team members. 

Any conclusions from this data? 

Lighthouse Prayer Ministry has benefitted, and is still benefitting, some people 

more than others, as 70% of those people who have tried LPM have come back 

for many more sessions. All who have come to us have left feeling happier. 

Many have received some wonderful truths from Jesus which have led to 

significant changes in their lives. 

We love praying with people in this way and there is plenty of room in our 

diaries for more people to come to us. 

Rev. Alan Roberts (Co-Ordinator) 
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Prayer Ministry Team 
It has been an interesting year for the team, having received some 

encouragements of physical and inner healing. We all need encouragement 

and would love to hear more of what God has been doing through this ministry. 

There are currently 30 of us on the ministry team, although due to various 

issues and illness, realistically there are only 26 who are active. We could do 

with more. The New Wine training day last May, led by Rev John Peters was a 

highlight for us, as we gained more insight on how the Holy Spirit works. 

However, we all still have ‘L’ plates on and continue to learn.  

 Looking Forward… 

I believe that prayer and pastoral ministry is growing in importance as we see 

the world changing around us. The UK was formerly a nation that adopted 

Christian values and took the gospel to the world. Recently though, we have 

turned our back Him. But a new wave is coming to the United Kingdom and the 

church will need to be ready. There are exciting times ahead and prayer 

ministry will have to adjust to the changing climate, although I do not yet know 

what that will look like. 

Tony Bryant 
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Monday Morning Prayer Meeting 
We meet in the Church at 7.30 a.m. until 8.30 a.m. every Monday morning 

except for Bank Holidays.  The group has changed and grown over the last year 

which has been encouraging.  We have sung worship to make sure we are 

awake and, also, to help us put our thoughts on God and His plan and purpose 

for the way in which He wants us to pray.  We mainly focus on our town of 

Cullompton and St Andrew’s fellowship, but when there are national or world 

issues, we can be led to pray in a wider way.  This is an exciting group to be part 

of.  As we enter the new phase in the town with a Garden Village, and in the 

church life with added leadership and growth in numbers, we really need to be 

able to hear God’s master plan for our community.  We are always delighted 

to encourage new participants to come and pray corporately – why don’t you 

join us – we would love to see you on any Monday morning that you are free.   

Prayer For Revival 
This prayer group meet on the 1st Thursday of each month in the Church from 

7.30 – 9 p.m.  We began by following on from Love Cully prayer two years ago 

because it was so encouraging and positive.  Again, this group has grown and 

changed, and we have tackled some interesting topics.  What is revival?  What 

part can we play in encouraging revival?  Why do we need to repent, and from 

what?  Is fasting with prayer for today?  We have sought to read the Scriptures, 

listen to God, and sometimes pray off the back of that, and sometimes share 

what we believe God is saying to us.  This is not a boring prayer meeting – 

sometimes we walk around the church praying, sometimes we write prayers, 

sometimes we will do a prayer action and make declarations – best of all God 

answers and does stuff!  We are learning all the time from one another as the 

Holy Spirit leads us.  Why not come and join in as we seek God together.   

Judy Smith 
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Emergency Prayer Chain 
The Prayer Chain has continued to run smoothly thanks to team members 

helping out at holidays and during I.T. problems! 

We have lost 1 or 2 due to moving away. However, we have gained many more 

and currently there are 79 who commit to pray when the call comes- and 

continue for as long as needed. Thank you to all of you!  

We have had many encouragements where we hear of how the Lord has 

worked amazing things…not least with Wendy after her dreadful fall: for only 

needing 2 weeks in an induced coma and for now being at home recovering 

slowly. But we also have so many reasons to give praise to God for his 

intervention in people’s lives. 

I am so grateful to Alison and Sue for their help. Sue has now stood down as a 

stand-in for holidays. 

I shall be standing down as coordinator on April 13th when Katy Foster will take 

over. Alison Burlton continues as a second and we are looking for someone to 

fill Sue’s role.   

God is faithful! 

A.S.K. Network Prayer Group (Intercessory) 
We continue to meet monthly at one of our homes. It is a privilege to 

meet with God, listen to Him, and to pray according to His Word. We are 

‘all oldies’ but inspired by the Holy Spirit we have some strong times 

together; praying for Church, Nation and Nations and Community. 

These past few months have seen us focusing especially on Brexit, 

seeking the Lord for His will and purpose for our Nation; we watch and 

wait, praying for our government and all of Parliament. 

Dorothy Davies 
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Spring Harvest 
As you are reading this, there will be a 

group from St Andrew’s at Spring 

Harvest in Minehead during Holy Week. 

This year there are about 26 of us, which is a lower number than most years 

as a lot of people only attend every few years.  So this is the ‘core’ group of 

hardy annuals! 😊 

The theme this year is “Unlimited: When we Pray” and is looking at how prayer 

can change our lives and the lives of those around us. 

The main Bible teacher this year is Anna Robbins.  Anna is vice-president and 

Professor of Theology, Culture and Ethics at Acadia Divinity College in Nova 

Scotia, Canada. Worship in the main venue is led by Andy Smith, a worship 

leader from Manchester. 

Each day starts with the “Big Start”, which is an all-age session that really 

appeals to all-ages. It is led this year by comedian and presenter Joe Fisher 

(who is known to many at St Andrew’s) and Abby Guinness.  Rise Theatre CIC 

provide drama and sketches. 

Other speakers this year, include Sim Dendy, Rob Parsons, Gavin Calver and 

Martin Young and we also have a visit from Archbishop Justin Welby. 

In between all of that, we meet for coffee, cake and chat or make use of the 

great facilities at Butlins. 

This is my fourteenth and final year with a group from St Andrew’s and it has 

been a great time away every year. A big thank-you to everyone who has joined 

us over those years. 

If you are interested in finding out more about Spring Harvest, including 

information on taking a group, see their website at www.springharvest.org. 

Feel free to contact me for help in booking! 

Paul Vickery  

http://www.springharvest.org/
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The Asaph Worship Trust 
To touch God’s heart in worship and share God’s heart in song. 

The Asaph Worship Trust was set up twenty years ago in January. The trust 

supports and facilitates the work of David Edwards in worship ministry and in 

sharing the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Over the past twenty or so years, much of David’s time has been spent here at 

St Andrew’s, leading worship and co-coordinating the worship team but he has 

also been involved further afield in worship and renewal ministry; from leaders’ 

days and retreats through to outreach in the community and evangelistic 

missions.  

As David hands on the leadership of the Worship Team our sense is that this 

will free him up to be able to explore other avenues of worship ministry; 

encouraging the church far and wide as the Lord leads. 

If you would like to know more about David’s work and the vision of the trust, 

do please join us for an evening of worship and vision sharing in the Community 

Centre on Friday 17th May at 7.30pm. Be great to have you with us if you are 

free. 

A big THANK YOU to all those whose prayer and financial support has enabled 

David to continue in this ministry; it is much appreciated.  

If you have any questions about the Asaph Worship Trust or about David’s work, 

then please do speak to David or to one of the Asaph trustees; Nigel O’Dwyer, 

Sue Rivett, Ian Findlay or Carolyn Miskin. Thank you. 

Dave Edwards (Worship Co-Ordinator)  



St Andrew’s 

CULLOMPTON 

 

41 
 

Buildings/HLF Repair Project 
The 2016 Quinquennial Inspection Report showed that although the work 

funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund grant had managed to tackle some of the 

main repairs, there are still a number of areas of the church that need urgent, 

specialist repair.  Jo Hibbert, our church architect, advised that the priority was 

to repair some of the windows, particularly those at the Lane Aisle, where the 

stone mullions are flaking and letting in water.  

When the previous work was carried out, HLF were operating a special 

programme dedicated to the repair of places of worship, which doesn’t require 

as much from applicants in terms of delivering the wider benefits that HLF want 

to see in projects. Unfortunately, HLF abruptly stopped the GPOW programme 

in 2017, and it became much more difficult to get a grant. HLF don’t fund 

repairs on their own – any project that they fund needs to involve a wide range 

of people, who will be given new opportunities to learn about and be involved 

with heritage. This might include special tours, with volunteers being trained 

to give them; special concerts or events held in the church; working with school 

groups to produce art work, or plays, or stories about the church; researching 

some more of the history of the church; ‘have a go’ days where people can 

learn how to do heritage skills and so on.  

It was felt that the best way forward was to try and tackle the most urgent 

repairs as a relatively small, stand-alone project, applying to Viridor for the 

funds. Once that work is completed, then we can turn our attention to looking 

at what might be done to develop a larger project, tackling some more repair, 

and potentially exploring options for a reordering of the church. For that, we 

would need to consider funding from HLF (who have now rebranded and are 

National Lottery Heritage Fund). That will need a lot of work and a lot of 

involvement not just from within the church, but from the wider community. 

The initial application to Viridor will go in this month, and we will then wait to 

hear if we are invited to put in a full application to them. 

Charlotte Dudgeon (PCC)  
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Bell Ringing 
In the last year we have been able to ring most Sundays before the 9:30am 

service and weddings and funerals as requested.  We supported our (North 

East) Branch of the Guild of Devonshire Ringers for the ‘Ringing Remembers’ 

campaign. This was aimed at increasing the number of ringers nationally and 

remembering those Ringers lost in the wars.  

 

The most recent full Peal was rung on Saturday 30th March 2019 by a 

Cullompton ringer and Exeter friends. This was Bristol Surprise Royal in 3 hours 

25 minutes.  

 

Looking Forward… 

 

We are currently teaching new recruits and supporting the work of the Guild.  

Regular Sunday ringing times have been altered slightly: 

 

• Prior to the 9:30am service (every week)  

• 2nd Sunday 10 bell ringing prior to The6  

• 3rd Sunday chimes prior to 11am service  

 

Practice nights are Mondays apart from after the 2nd Sunday when we visit 

another tower.  

 

We are currently focusing on ongoing bell maintenance, to look after our lovely 

bells and look forward to celebrating 100 years of the augmentation to 10 bells 

in 2020.  

 
Rachel Couzins 
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Cullompton Community Centre 
It’s been a successful year financially with plenty of conference bookings 

despite the tightening public sector budgets which provide a large part of our 

business.  These provide the income to run the building and subsidise Church 

use and community activities. The volunteers have run a number of successful 

and enjoyable events throughout the year and we thank them for all their hard 

work.  

 

Looking forward… 

We hope to continue to build a successful commercial business to support the 

Church use of the centre.  Over the next year we plan to build up a maintenance 

fund to deal with both planned and unexpected maintenance issues. We are 

always open to new ideas for community events and welcome new volunteers 

to assist with these.  

 

Melanie Whitehead (Volunteer Director) 

 

Safeguarding 
A copy of St Andrew’s Cullompton Safeguarding Policy Statement is now on our 

website as well as a full copy of our Safeguarding Policy for 2018-2019.  Please 

go to www.standrewscullompton.com to find the link. 

If you have any safeguarding concerns please contact a member of our 

safeguarding team:  

Ed Hobbs (vicar@standrewscullompton.com) 

Beth Collier (opsdirector@standrewscullompton.com) 

Nikki Phillips (NikkiPhillips@standrewscullompton.com)  

We have also appointed Andy Fielder and Nikki Phillips as our Parish 

Safeguarding Representatives. 

http://www.standrewscullompton.com/
mailto:vicar@standrewscullompton.com
mailto:opsdirector@standrewscullompton.com
mailto:NikkiPhillips@standrewscullompton.com

