
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EASTER REFLECTION 

(Celia) 

Spring is springing & 

Easter is nearly here!  

Spring flowers blooming 

despite major storms & 

winter weather before 

that. It’s a reminder 

that life comes back; 

despite all the pain, 

hardships, trauma & suffering. God is always bringing ‘new life’ Many of us have 

reflected on our faith during Lent; following Jesus’ journey to the Cross, with shocking 

& devastating news from around the world in the background. On Good Friday we 

look again at Jesus, tortured, humiliated & dying, sharing our pain, & absorbing all the 

hatred & violence of a world that has gone horribly wrong. Only love & sacrifice bring 

ultimate peace & redemption, which we see gloriously dawning in His resurrection. 

This Easter, let’s see Jesus sharing the suffering which so often overwhelms us, but 

also celebrate the reality of the new, eternal, ‘abundant life’ that He offers us through 

His resurrection. 

Poem - Ask 
The Lord says, “Ask!” 

So ask, and ask. Forget 

Propriety and manners. Put aside 

Your shy and self-effacing mask, 

And go and stand out in the rain, 

And ask again, again, again, 

And even when it seems a thankless task, 

Just ask, and ask, and ask. And ask. 
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The Lord says, “Seek!” 

So seek, and seek. Forget 

Conventions and good form. Step out 

Beyond temptations to be meek,  

And push past every status quo, 

Search here and there, and high and low, 

And even when your strength seems weak, 

Just seek, and seek, and seek. And seek. 

The Lord says, “Knock!” 

So knock, and knock. Forget 

Gentility and breeding. Throw out 

Timidity, that stumbling block, 

And go and beat on every door, 

Explore, explore, explore, explore; 

Do it now, and round the clock; 

Just knock, and knock, and knock. And 

knock. 
 

Written by John Marshall – John has published a book of poems available at the back of 

St Andrews Church in aid charity. 

Press Comment - Edward Hobbs – St Andrew’s Cullompton - Monday 14th March 

I don’t know about you but I have been really struggling to pray about Ukraine? It 

feels so big doesn’t it? So painful, so awful, so out of our control! I have been 

tempted at times to turn of the radio, to avoid the news, metaphorically speaking to 

put my fingers in my ears! Life here in the UK has been pretty complex in the last 

couple of years, to say the least, and this is just too much! 

So what can we do?... well we can pray. I realise at one level that sounds pathetic… it 

does. And to those who don’t believe in God and don’t believe in prayer, possibly a 

waste of time, but I genuinely believe that when we pray, God hears, and things are 

changed. Yes there are some practical things we can do to. We can give time, money 

and items, to some of the many organisations that are seeking to offer aid. You might 

even feel that it is right to consider what you can do in your town, or village or home 

to help the refugees who undoubtedly will come to the UK. But we can also pray. We 

can pray to the God who “has the whole world in his hands”, who hears, and who 

down the ages has done amazing things. 

We can pray for peace – for an end to the conflict – I recognise that that requires a 

miracle, but I believe in the God of miracles! That more and more Russian soldiers 

would lay down their arms and go home. That the fighting would cease, and that 

people would be protected. 

We can pray for refugees – for safety, for food, for places to stay. We can pray for 

churches and organisations overseas and at home seeking to provide for them. For 

the places that they have come from, and the places that they are heading for. 



We can pray for world leaders – for wisdom, for courage, for humility, for repentance. 

That the Russian leadership might come to its senses, and that the leaders of the 

nations might be united in opposition to the invasion. 

So would you pray? Would you pray with me, and with many millions around the 

world? Would you ask God to act, and for the future to be changed? In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

Prayer for peace in Ukraine 
O Lord our God, look down with mercy on the Ukrainian people. Protect and 

save them from the unjust aggressors who seek to subdue them. Grant them 

steadfast trust in your mercy and protection. 

O Mother of God, who gave us your miraculous icon at Zarvanytsia, intercede for 

the Ukrainian people, who run to the shelter of your mercy in their times of 

need. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Grant peace and protection to the people 

of Ukraine. Give them strength and courage to defend what is good, right, and 

holy. Keep them safe from harm and provide for all their needs, both temporal 

and spiritual. 

Hear our prayers, O Lord, and deliver us from distress, for You are merciful and 

compassionate and love mankind. 

To You we give glory: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Helping Ukraine! 
I am certain that without exception that everyone is moved and hurting for what 

is happening in Ukraine as well as possibly feeling more than a little paralysed. 

Although the situation is huge I am overwhelmed by the desire to help across all 

walks of life and I truly believe that everyone can play a part from the youngest 

to the oldest. 



 At present we do not have any refugees from Ukraine in Cullompton but the 

future could look very different. The Government has announced Stage 1 which 

is for individual families to be a host to a family or person looking for refuge in 

the UK. Stage 2 will announce how churches can be involved. As it stands today 

most refugees want to stay as near to the border of their country as they can… 

they are praying fervently that they will be able to go home and for many that 

they will be reunited with husbands, fathers and sons. 

Yesterday I attended an online meeting with Sanctuary Foundation to help 

churches be ready so I thought I would pass on some of the things that helped 

me and I hope they help you too. 

1. There is a tendency in many of us to want to fix the problem. We cannot 

do that with Ukraine. The war is real and the pain and deprivation is 

immense. At present nearly all those fleeing are women, children and the 

elderly. The trauma that they have been and are going through is 

overwhelming. So, firstly I think we need to pray and allow ourselves to 

feel their pain. I heard a phrase this morning  in a time of reflection that 

has stuck with me… “let us LOVE violently”…! So, let us all love and pray 

with passion. God is able to do more than any of us can begin to imagine. 

2. Make sure we are ready. At present we are in a time of preparation. Brian 

and I are trying to network with as many folks as possible and to provide a 

hub so that when we help we don’t duplicate what someone else is doing 

but we know where to link in. Let’s work as a team! Let us work in unity… 

together as one body. Soon it is likely to be time to begin making 

collections of items that Judy Smith will be organising. This will include 

items to simply bless anyone that comes to Cullompton from Ukraine. If 

this is something you think you might be able to help with then please 

contact Judy… 01884 32315 or by email judy@3in1devon.com 

3. Are you someone who has expertise in some of the areas that will be 

needed… the list is vast but here are a few:- school information, benefit 

system, children’s local activities or groups, groups for young Mothers, 

medical help? If so then please get in 



touch… chrisclarke686@gmail.com or 07948 375762. I will do my utmost 

to get back to you ASAP. 

4. Maybe you could collect loose change or a certain coin… 5p? 10p? 20p? 

The pot is bottomless as to what is needed. It may not seem like a lot but 

remember the story of the Widow’s Mite. 

5. Or maybe you are in a position to make a donation. There are many places 

you can do that but if you wish to do it through our 

charity www.krasifaid.org.uk …you can do that online and stipulate in the 

Ref for Ukraine Refugees. No-one from our charity is salaried any money 

collected will go to items or people where it is needed either here or 

abroad.   

Let me finish with the story of the Starfish. A little boy was walking along the 

beach where thousands of starfish had been washed up. He began to throw 

some back into the ocean. A cynical man passed by and scoffed at the boy 

saying “you don’t think you can save all these do you?” as he gestured to the 

thousands lying around. “No” replied the boy… “but I can give this one a 

chance” and he tossed another one back. Let us focus on what we can do and 

not on what we can’t do. We can all do a little. 

Every Blessing, 

Chris and Brian Clarke 

A Ukraine saying 
The truth doesn’t drown in water and doesn’t burn in fire. 
 

This proverb means that you can’t erase the truth and 
it will always come out in the end. 

 

News from the Pews 
 Silvertops in April is on the 11th and 25th 

 Silvertops Trip - Coates English Willow Visitor Centre in Somerset Monday 4th 

April.  If any Connect readers would like to join us please contact Veronica on 

01884 561279 for further details 



EASTER TEASER 
The quiz for the Easter edition of Connect is a 'Challenge' more than a quiz. 
I spotted that 'teaser' was an anagram of 'Easter' so this is a teaser for Easter. 
How many four letter words can you make up from the 12 letters that spell 
Easter Teaser.  I have limited this challenge to four letter words to keep the 
potential answers to a reasonable limit. 
Your target is 50 (But you will be a super brain if you manage that). 

10 - Could do better 40 - Quickly becoming a star pupil 

20 - Shows some improvement 50 - Top of the class 

30 - Definitely making an effort  

You can of course play around with words of any number of letters from 3 to 12 
but I have to say that there are lots. I guess the real challenge is words with 9 
letters. 
 There are a total of 275 words of 3 letters or more and just 3 words of 9 letters 
Happy Easter.  William 

Answers - March 

1 52 C in a P excluding the J  52 Cards in a Pack excluding the Jokers 
2 26 L in the A  26 Letters in the Alphabet 
3 52 W in a Y  52 Weeks in a Year 
4 12 S of the Z  12 Signs of the Zodiac 
5 AB and the 40 T  Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves 
6 360 D in a C  360 Degrees in a Circle 
7 7 B for 7 B  7 Brides for 7 Brothers 
8 39 B in the OT  39 Books in the Old Testament 
9 8 L on a S  8 Legs on a Spider 

10 The 12 D of C  The `12 Days of Christmas 
11 12345 OICAFA  12345 Once I Caught A Fish Alive 
12 101 D  101 Dalmatians 
13 The 12 D of J  The 12 Disciples of Jesus 
14 24 H from T  24 Hours from Tulsa 
15 2001 a S O  2001 a Space Odyssey 
16 The D 12  The Dirty Dozen 
17 5 R on the OF  5 Rings on the Olympic Flag 
18 2 LBE  2 Lovely Black Eyes 
19 1666 The Y of the G F of L  1666 The year of the Great Fire of London 
20 13 in a B D  13 in a Bakers Dozen 

 


